In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

August 9, 2020
10:00 a.m. Livestream
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Greeting 		
Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude

Voluntary on The Old 100th

Henry Purcell

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

A special word of
welcome: thank
you for being with us
online for worship
this morning. We are
delighted and hope
that you will join us
again next Sunday.

Song of Gathering
Hymn 489, stanza 1
Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there,
where my soul in joyful duty waits for God who answers prayer;
O how blessed is this place, filled with solace, light, and grace.
Call to Worship
Children of God, come to the waters.
We gather to be restored and renewed.
Come, with your faith and your doubt.
We respond to the one who claims and calls us.
Come, for Christ summons us to draw near.
Let us worship God with joy and thanksgiving!
Hymn 220

All People That on Earth Do Dwell
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Lord, we long to draw close to you, but we are too often
afraid to heed your summons, for we do not know what
awaits us when we step out in faith. We are wary of taking
risks for your sake because the forces of chaos seem stronger
than your assurances to us. We worry that we will not have
enough faith in you or in the gifts to do the
things you ask. Forgive us, Lord, and save us. Reach out your
hand, and lift us from our fear that we might follow you faithfully.
Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Congregational Response
Hymn 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

In a paring that began
in 1561, All People That
on Earth Do Dwell is a
paraphrase of Psalm
100 by a Scot, set to
a tune that a French
composer originally
created for Psalm 134
in the Genevan Psalter
of 1551. They have
appeared together in
nearly every comprehensive English-language
hymnal since then.

The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Sacrament of Baptism
Through baptism, we welcome Stewart Prescott Gilbert, into the one,
holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
Question to the Congregation
Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and
nurture Stewart by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging
him to know and follow Christ? If so, please stand.
Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.

Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
		 I believe in God the Father almighty,
		 Maker of heaven and earth.
		 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
		 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
		 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		 the third day he rose again from the dead;
		 he ascended into heaven,
		 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
		 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
		 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
		 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn

Baptized in Water

BUNESSAN

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson
Luke 17:11-19
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
The solo is a paraphrase of Psalm 100
by William A. Pasch
set to the hymn tune
NORTH HILL by
Robert J. Weaver. The
arrangement is part of
a new collection called
Quires in Quarantine
published by St. James
Music Press. (Mused
by permission SJMP
number 1941.)
Written as an easyto-sing folk melody
familiar in England
and Wales, this
20th-century North
American text Let All
Things Now Living bears
many resemblances to
both Psalm 148 and
the traditional canticle
Bless the Lord, all you
works of the Lord.
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Solo

From all the Earth Send Up the Song!

Robert J. Weaver
and William A. Pasch

From all the earth send up the song! Shout glad hosannas loud and long!
Serve joyfully! Our God adore. Acclaim God’s honor evermore!
Great God, Creator, Source of all, both keeps and guards us when we fall.
One flock in our Good Shepherd’s fold, we feast on bounties yet untold.
The gates of glory beckon here. Come, bless God’s name. Give thanks!
Draw near. God’s mercies last through all our days.
New psalms, spring forth in grateful praise!
Our God is true from age to age. Our God is good beyond our gauge.
Our God is faithful, ever sure. God’s kindness, love, and grace endure!

Second Lesson
Psalm 100
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Sermon

The Longitude and Latitude of Gratitude

Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
Hymn 554

Let All Things Now Living

ASH GROVE

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, (cont.)

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

Improvisation on ASH GROVE

Doxology

		Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

		
		
		

John Coble
Hymn 592

praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Hymn 555

Now Thank We All Our God

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT

Charge and Benediction
Congregational Response
God be with you till we meet again;
loving counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.
Postlude

Hymn 540, Stanza 1

Healey Willan
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You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online at
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Thank you
for your generosity.

Although Now Thank
We All Our God is often used on large, festive occasions, its first
two stanzas originated
as a family table blessing during the Thirty
Years’ War (16181648). The words have
been associated with
this tune since the
mid-17th century.
Texts and music for
hymns and sung responses
reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
John Tsao, Soloist

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

Rebecca Carlton

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).

THIS WEEK
Sunday, August 9
10:00 a.m. 					 Service Livestream on Facebook and YouTube, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
Tuesday, August 11
10:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting via Zoom
1:00 p.m. Interfaith Clergy Group Meeting via Zoom
1:00 p.m. Athens Community Council on Aging Pickup & Delivery
6:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Meeting via Zoom
Thursday, August 13
10:00 a.m.
Congregational Care Commission Meeting via Zoom
6:00 p.m. Stated Session Meeting via Zoom
Saturday, August 15
8:30 a.m.
NEGA Presbytery Meeting via Zoom
Sunday, August 16
10:00 a.m. 					 Service Livestream on Facebook and YouTube, Dr. Carol Strickland preaching
4:00 p.m. Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting via Zoom
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIVING ALONE?
If you would like to have a fellow member who
also lives alone check in with you daily, let us
know. We can assign you a buddy who will text
or call you each morning to see if you are okay.
Especially during this time of social isolation, this
can be an important safety measure. Contact Bill
Patterson by August 15 if you wish to participate
at 970-216-7052 or e-mail wmspatt@gmail.com.
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
The church office will close at 2:00 p.m. on
Friday afternoons through August 28. Our
office hours are: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Friday.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEW FPC
YOUTUBE CHANNEL!
As we work to improve our online worship
experience, we recently launched our YouTube
channel. If you don’t have Facebook, this is a new
way for you to follow worship live.
To subscribe to our channel, click on the button on
the FPC website or search for “First Presbyeterian
Church of Athens GA” on YouTube and you will
find us. If you have any questions, please contact
Paulo Santos at paulo@firstpresathens.org.

Stephen Ministry
In recent months our lives have been turned upside down by the COVID-19. The degree of this negative
impact varies from person to person. Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-worker or relative who has been
struggling with life changes due to the virus, loss of a loved one, loneliness, cancer, a layoff, relocation,
divorce, a spiritual crisis, recuperation, single parenthood, or any of countless other life changes? Our
Stephen Ministers can provide them with the focused care, encouragement, and support they need
to make it through the crisis. If anyone you know is hurting, talk with one of our Stephen Leaders.
They can talk with you about how we can connect the person you know with one of our Stephen
Ministers. It’s a great way for you to show how much you care. First Presbyterian Stephen Ministers
are ready to provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. Male Stephen Ministers are always
matched with men, and female Stephen Ministers are matched with women. Our Stephen
Ministry team works with church members and non-members. If you or someone you know is
struggling, find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders.
Bob Frisch: rpfrisch@aol.com, 914-262-1078
Dawn Frisch: dawnmfrisch@aol.com, 914-255-3447
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251
Carol Strickland: cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 706-765-7671
Our Stephen Ministers are here to care!
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