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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

A special word of 
welcome: thank 
you for being with us 
online for worship 
this morning. We are 
delighted and hope 
that you will join us 
again next Sunday.

Long before Isaac Watts 
began to Christianize 
the Psalms, Martin 
Luther had already 
done so when he 
created the text and 
tune for his most 
famous hymn, A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God, which is based 
on Psalm 46. Luther 
encouraged metrical 
versions of psalms as 
well as chanted psalms 
and new hymns.

The Prayer of Con-
fession draws on the 
imagery of Mark 4:1-9, 
the parable of the sower. 

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Greeting                                                        Psalm 118:24
 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                      I Call to You, Lord Jesus Christ           C.P.E. Bach

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Song of Gathering                                                                        LLANFAIR

 Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
 Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
 Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 
 All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia!

  Call to Worship                                                                 Psalm 61:1-4
 O God, hear our cries, listen to our prayers. 
 From the ends of the earth we will cry out to you when our  
 hearts are overwhelmed. 
 Lead us to the rock that is higher than us. 
 For you are our refuge, our strong tower against the enemy.

  Hymn 260               A Mighty Fortress Is Our God         EIN’ FESTE BURG

  Call to Confession

  Prayer of Confession
 Merciful God, we confess that we do not always live as people
 who obey your law. Sometimes, we are like rocky ground. 
 We welcome your word when life is simple, but as soon as we 
 face a challenge, we forget your teachings and our faith withers.
 Sometimes, we are like a thicket of thorns. We clamor for  
 more and step over the needy, and your word is choked out 
 of our hearts. Forgive us, Lord. Let your Spirit work within  
 and among us, and make us good soil. Weed out our resistance
  and water us with your grace, that your word might grow  
 within us and we might bear fruit for the sake of your kingdom.

  Silent Prayer
 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

  Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!



  Congregational Response                                                    Hymn 579
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen, Amen.

  The Peace
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                        Luke 11:1-13
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Solo                            I Got a Home in That Rock       arr. H.T. Burleigh
 I got a home in that rock, don’t you see? 
 Between the earth and sky, thought I heard my Savior cry: 
 you got a home in that rock, don’t you see? 
 Poor man Lazarus, poor as I, don’t you see? 
 Poor man Lazarus, poor as I, when he died he found a home on high. 
 He had a home in that rock, don’t you see? 
 Rich man Dives, he lived so well, don’t you see? 
 Rich man Dives, he lived so well, when he died he found a place in hell; 
 he had no home in that rock, don’t you see? 
 God gave Noah the rainbow sign, don’t you see? 
 God gave Noah the rainbow sign, no more water but fire next time: 
 better get a home in that rock, don’t you see?

  Second Lesson                      Psalm 61
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                          Christ the Solid Rock                    Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

  Hymn                                      Psalm 61                                       KINGDOM

  Affirmation of Faith                                                  The Apostles’ Creed
 I believe in God the Father almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth.

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 he ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
 ... God, for your grace, we give you thanks.
 ... Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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The spiritual I Got 
a Home in That Rock 
includes a reference to 
the parable of Lazarus 
and the rich man 
(Luke 16:19-31). The 
traditional name Dives 
is not actually a name, 
but instead a word for 
“rich man.” Harry 
Thacker Burleigh, the 
grandson of a slave, was 
an American classical 
composer, arranger, and 
professional singer. He 
made African-American 
music available to classi-
cally trained musicians 
by introducing them to 
spirituals and arranging 
spirituals in a more 
classical form. Burleigh 
studied voice, harmony, 
counterpoint, played 
double bass and tympani, 
and was an editor for a 
music publisher in New 
York and Milan. He was 
awarded an honorary 
master’s degree from 
Atlanta University and an
honorary doctorate from 
Howard University.

Next to the Nicene 
Creed, The Apostles’ 
Creed is the most 
universally accepted 
doctrinal statement in 
Christendom. Although 
not written by apostles, 
it reflects the theological 
formulations of the first 
century church. Arising 
from an early baptismal 
creed, it underwent 
development, attaining 
its present form in the 
eighth century.

After each thanksgiv-
ing and petition, please 
respond as indicated.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your 
bank, or donate online at 
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Thank you 
for your generosity.

It seems odd now to 
think of singing How 
Firm a Foundation to 
the tune ADESTE 
FIDELES (O Come, All 
Ye Faithful), but mainline 
churches did so well into 
the 20th century because 
of a cultural bias against 
shape note music. The 
vigor of the present tune 
seems especially right for 
the final line’s reference 
to Hebrews 13:5.

Texts and music for 
hymns and sung responses 
reprinted under OneLi-
cense.net #A-714861
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 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the  
 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

  Offertory                              The Lord’s Prayer             Albert Hay Malotte

 Doxology                                                                           Hymn 592
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise him, all creatures here below; 
  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

 Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Hymn 361                       How Firm a Foundation                  FOUNDATION

  Charge and Benediction                                                                                                  

  Congregational Response                                        Hymn 540, Stanza 1
 God be with you till we meet again; 
 loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
 with a shepherd’s care enfold you: 
 God be with you till we meet again.

  Postlude                  Improvisation on FOUNDATION           John Coble

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
John Tsao, Soloist

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER 
Rebecca Carlton

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEW FPC 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL!
As we work to improve our online worship 
experience, we recently launched our YouTube 
channel. If you don’t have Facebook, this is a new 
way for you to follow worship live.

To subscribe to our channel, click on the button on 
the FPC website or search for “First Presbyeterian 
Church of Athens GA” on YouTube and you will 
find us. If you have any questions, please contact 
Paulo Santos at paulo@firstpresathens.org.

SUMMER SCHEDULE
During the summer, we have one service 
broadcast live via Facebook and YouTube at 
10:00 a.m. Sunday school is on break. 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
The church office will close at 2:00 p.m. on Fri-
day afternoons through July 31. Our office hours 
are: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Friday. If you 
need assistance on Friday afternoons, please refer 
to the Church Life App to contact Dr. Baer.

BICENTENNIAL 2020
The dedication of the Moses Waddel headstone 
marker, scheduled for Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 
Oconee Hill Cemetery, is postponed to a later date. 

21 DAY CHALLENGE
Last month, our youth and families began a 21 Day 
Challenge, where we commit to spend intentional 
time learning about issues of race, power, and priv-
ilege. We’d like to invite the larger congregation to 
join us as well. For more information, please click 
the link on the FPC website (firstpresathens.org) or 
our youth website (fpcathenspit.com), where 
you will find resources and a pledge to sign. 
Let us continue to learn what it means to be a 
good neighbor.

At the end of the Challenge, please join us 
online for small group reflections. Sign the 
pledge at www.fpcathenspit.com to receive 
Zoom log-in information.

PARENTS OF CHILDREN: Tuesday, July 
14 at 8:00 p.m.
OTHER ADULTS: Tuesday, July 28 at 8:00 p.m.

May peace be with you. Kim Ness

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 12
10:00 a.m.        Service Livestream on Facebook, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  8:00 p.m.       Youth - Athens Mission Week from Home Kick Off via Zoom

Tuesday, July 14
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting via Zoom
  1:00 p.m. Athens Community Council on Aging Pickup & Delivery
  1:00 p.m. Interfaith Clergy Group Meeting via Zoom
  8:00 p.m. 21 Day Challenge - Parents of Children Reflections Gathering via Zoom

Sunday, July 19
10:00 a.m.        Service Livestream on Facebook, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  4:00 p.m. Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting via Zoom
  8:00 p.m. Youth - Family Game Night: The Quarantined Family Game



Recommendations for Elders
The Nominations and Elections Committee encourages your participation in the process for 
nominating Elders. Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their 
manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian Gospel, both within the church and 
in the world at large.

Please e-mail your recommendations to Megham Bawcum, Chair of the Nominations and 
Elections Committee, at meghanbawcum@gmail.com, by July 19. You can also fill out the form 
in the website (www.firstpresathens.org).

Current Elders:
(Not eligible for recommendation)

I prayerfully recommend the following for Elder:

 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022
 Jeff Bangle Jennifer Walden Abbott Karen Burg
 Meghan Bawcum Michelle Clendenen-Shaw Kitty Donnan
 Bob Burton Elizabeth Earl Larry Jones
 Julie Hayes Ed Ferguson Andy Jordan
 Sydney Jackson Rob Haire Jimbo Laboon III
 Avery McLean Grace Lu Tom Landrum
 Jeanne Nadenicek Chris Pope Beverly Phares
 Carl Nichols Mixon Robinson Courtney Pittman
 Tom Reigle Rosemary Stancil Smith Wilson
 Judy Scanlon 

Members of the Nominations and Elections Committee are Meghan Bawcum (Chair), Jennifer 
Walden Abbott (Vice-Chair), Patty Reid, Jerry Rogers, Arlene Shirley, and Chuck Toney.

Name           Reasons

Name           Reasons

Name           Reasons

Name           Reasons

Name           Reasons








