In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

June 7, 2020
10:00 a.m. Livestream
Trinity Sunday

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Greeting 		
Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude

NICEA

Piet Post

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

A special word of
welcome: thank
you for being with us
online for worship
this morning. We are
delighted and hope
that you will join us
again next Sunday.

Song of Gathering
LASST UNS ERFREUEN
From all that dwell below the skies
let the Creator’s praise arise:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung
through every land, in every tongue. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Call to Worship
Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
Or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers;
But their delight is in the law of the Lord,
And on his law they mediate day and night. Let us worship God!

Call to worship from
Psalm 1

Hymn 138

Much of the imagery of
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord
God Almighty! comes
from Revelation 4:2-11,
which its author, an
Anglican bishop, knew
as a reading appointed
for Trinity Sunday.
The tune, written
specifically for this
text, reinforces the
Trinitarian theme by
strong dependence on
the D-major triad.

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!

NICEA

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Lord Jesus, you send us to make disciples of all nations, but
we focus our energies inward and shy away from sharing the
good news in word and deed. You charge us to teach your
commandments, but we struggle to obey them and neglect
to model them for others. You assure us of your abiding presence,
but we doubt this promise and disregard your Spirit, denying
the power you give us to do your word. Forgive us, Lord,
and renew us to be the church you created us to be. Wash us
with your grace and commission us for service, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon

Congregational Response
Hymn 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson
Matthew 5:1-12, page 882
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Second Lesson
Psalm 1, page 479
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
The African-American
spiritual Let Us Break
Bread Together quite
possibly reflects the
circumstances of slaves
attending early morning
communion services
in colonial Anglican
churches, but its combination of hope (“rising
sun”) and supplication
(“Lord, have mercy”)
speaks to many
worshipers’ experience.
Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.
You may mail your
check, set up an automatic payment of your
pledge through your
bank, or donate online at
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving.
Thank you for your
generosity.
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Sermon

The Big Tree

Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
Hymn 513

Let Us Break Bread Together

Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

LET US BREAK BREAD

The Apostles’ Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Solo

Panis Angelicus

César Franck

Translation: Bread of angels becomes the bread of the people,
the bread of heaven puts all foreshadowing to an end, O miraculous thing!
The body of the Lord will nourish the poor, the servant, and the humble.

Doxology
		Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
		 praise him, all creatures here below;
		 praise him above, ye heavenly host;
		 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication

Hymn 592

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
The Great Thanksgiving
		 The Lord be with you.
		 And also with you.
		 Lift up your hearts.
		 We lift them to the Lord.
		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					 It is right to give our thanks and praise....
The Lord’s Prayer
		
		
		
		
		
		

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Hymn 253

I’ll Praise My Maker

OLD 113TH

Charge and Benediction
Congregational Response
God be with you till we meet again;
loving counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.
Postlude

OLD 113TH

Hymn 540, Stanza 1

Gerald Near

I’ll Praise My Maker, a
paraphrase of Psalm
146, was a great favorite of John Wesley: it
appeared in his first
hymn collection in
1737 (published in
Charleston, South
Carolina) and was on
his lips when he died.
The 16th-century
tune to which it is set
here is one Watts had
in mind for it.

Texts and music for
hymns and sung
responses reprinted
under OneLicense.net
#A-714861

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
John Tsao, Soloist

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

Rebecca Carlton

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).

Let Justice Roll Down
A prayer station on the front porch of the church features a quotation from Amos (“Let justice
roll down like waters!”) and our large wooden cross draped with “flowing water.” Passersby are
invited to stop, offer a prayer, tie a ribbon on the railing, read inspirational quotes and prayers, and
to work for justice. Members, if you are able, please bring your own “ribbon” to add. It may be a
strip of cloth, an old necktie, a piece of rope, etc. decorated, if you wish, with anything symbolic
of your hopes and dreams for our country during this critical time. Suggested ribbon length is
one to two yards. Please don’t use paper: your contribution must be able to withstand rain.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUMMER SCHEDULE
Today we begin our summer schedule of one service at 10:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School will meet
during the month of June via Zoom at 11:15 a.m.
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
The church office will close at 2:00 p.m. on Friday afternoons through July 31. Our office hours
are: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Friday. If you
need assistance on Friday afternoons, please refer
to the Church Life App to contact Dr. Baer.

OUR DAILY BREAD SEEKING
VOLUNTEERS
Downtown Ministries, the organization that
oversees the Our Daily Bread soup kitchen,
has expressed a need for individual volunteers
to help serve lunch one day per week from
11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church. This service is not in conjunction
with our FPC serving committees. Volunteers
must be at least 17 years of age. If you are interested in helping, please email lsmothers@
downtownministries.org.

Adult Sunday School via Zoom - Book of Job
After a break on Pentecost Sunday (May 31), we reconvene today at 11:15 a.m. and ending at
noon. Our plan is to have three more zoom sessions, led by Drew Marshall, on the study of Job:
June 14, 21, and 28. Then, we will break for the rest of the summer.
All are welcome! To participate, shortly before the starting time of the event, please go to https://
zoom.us/j/7065434338. The meeting ID is the main church number (706-543-4338) and the
password is 185185. For more information on how to set up Zoom, please check the website.

Churchwide Game Night, June 10
Feeling disconnected, bored, or just ready for some fun? Plan to attend via Zoom our Churchwide
Game Night at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 10. With John Brantley as our emcee, we’ll enjoy
each other’s company playing some ice-breaker type games where you will learn fascinating things
about your fellow church members. You will need a computer (better) or smartphone (okay) with
a camera and microphone so you can see and hear.
Reservations required: please email paulo@firstpresathens.org by 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June
10. Limited to 25 devices. If it’s “sold-out,” we’ll repeat it the following week on June 17.

Prayer Service, Wednesday June 17
Please join us on June 17 at noon for a Prayer Service. This will be opportunity to lift up our
concerns about social issues, pandemic, economy, and any other concern, as a community of
faith. We will Livestream on Facebook, where you can comment with your prayer requests.

Family Promise Host Week, June 14-21
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The upcoming Family Promise Host Week for FPC is June 14-21 and we need you! For the past
several weeks Athens Church of Christ has served as “home” for the homeless families being served
by Family Promise. Congregations have provided support through volunteering to take a day or
evening host shift or to provide an evening meal. There are multiple preventive measures in place
to socially distance, prevent contact, and keep everyone safe. If you are interested in volunteering,
please access the SignUpGenius Link posted on our website to sign up and you will receive more
specific instructions the week prior to our host week. If you have questions, please contact Susan
Boatwright at boatwrightsusan@gmail.com or Frank Sherrill at frankwsherrill@gmail.com.

Stephen Ministry
As our “coronavirus – stay at home” world begins to reopen, we find ourselves faced with new challenges
such as venturing into the outside world, uncertainty about employment, or renewed concerns for the
health of family members. Do you have a friend, neighbor, coworker, or relative who is struggling with
stress relating to the coronavirus or any other of life’s stressors? Here’s a great way you can help them
– tell them about our Stephen Ministry! Stephen Ministers are members of First Presbyterian Church
who have received special training to provide high-quality, confidential, one -to-one, Christian care to
people who are grieving the loss of a loved one, coping with a cancer diagnosis, going through a divorce or
separation, battling a chronic illness (or caring for a spouse or parent who is chronically ill), experiencing
a great deal of stress, facing the loss of a job – or encountering any of countless other life challenges.
Stephen Ministers touch base weekly with their care receivers to listen, care, encourage, and
provide emotional and spiritual support. (Males are matched with males, and females are matched
with females.) The caring relationship lasts for as long as the person needs care. It’s free, and it’s
a powerful way you can help a hurting friend.
To connect with or learn how to connect someone you know with a Stephen Minister, talk with one
of our Stephen Ministry Leaders:
Bob Frisch: rpfrisch@aol.com, 914-262-1078
Dawn Frisch: dawnmfrisch@aol.com, 914-255-3447
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251
Carol Strickland: cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 706-765-7671
Our Stephen Ministers are here to care!

THIS WEEK
Sunday, June 7 - Communion Sunday, Sunday Schedule Begins
10:00 a.m. 					 Service Livestream on Facebook, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:15 a.m.
Online Adult Sunday School via Zoom
Tuesday, June 9
10:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting via Zoom
1:00 p.m. Athens Community Council on Aging Pickup & Delivery
6:00 p.m. COVID-19 Ad hoc Committee Meeting via Zoom
6:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Meeting via Zoom
Wednesday, June 10
7:00 p.m. Churchwide Game Night via Zoom (repeat June 17 if needed)
Thursday, June 11
5:00 p.m. Administration Commission Meeting via Zoom
6:00 p.m. Stated Session Meeting via Zoom
Friday, June 12
1:00 p.m. Athens Community Council on Aging Pickup & Delivery
Sunday, June 14
10:00 a.m. 					 Service Livestream on Facebook, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:15 a.m.
Online Adult Sunday School via Zoom
					

LOOKING AHEAD

June 14-21

Family Promise Host Week

June 17

Prayer Service Livestream on Facebook, Sanctuary

