In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

May 31, 2020
11:00 a.m. Livestream
Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Greeting 		
Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude

Feria Pentecostes

Camille Saint-Saëns

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church
Moment for Mission
Introit

Pentecost Offering

Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire

Plainsong chant

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, and lighten with celestial fire;
thou the anointing Spirit art, who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.
Teach us to know the Father, Son, and thee, of both, to be but one,
that through the ages all along this may be our endless song:
Praise to thine eternal merit, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Call to Worship
Come, Holy Spirit, giver and renewer of life.
Come, Holy Spirit, counselor and comforter.
In a broken and fearful world, give us compassion and courage to
serve the common good.
Empower us with the gifts of the Spirit, continually poured
out upon us all.
Across time and space, dwell within us and knit us together in the
one body of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Come, Holy Spirit, come!
Hymn 128

On Pentecost They Gathered

MUNICH

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart and soul and mind and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have
been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name.

A special word of
welcome: thank
you for being with us
online for worship
this morning. We are
delighted and hope
that you will join us
again next Sunday.
You may mail your check
or donate online at firstpresathens.org/home/
giving (please select
“Pentecost Offer”).
Thank you for your
generosity!

The narrative and
interpretive text of On
Pentecost They Gathered
was written to fill what
the author perceived as
an unfortunate gap in
available hymns concerning the Holy Spirit
in general and Pentecost
in particular. The setting of a 17th-century
German tune is from
Mendelssohn’s oratorio
Elijah.

Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Congregational Response
Hymn 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson
Acts 2:1-13, page 994
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Solo

In contrast with many
hymns to the Holy
Spirit, Come, Holy Spirit,
Heavenly Dove is notable
for being in the plural, a
valuable reminder that
the Holy Spirit has been
bestowed on the whole
Church, not just a few
individuals. The tune
was composed for Jesus,
the Very thought of Thee.
Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.

After each thanksgiving and petition, please
respond as indicated.

Litany to the Holy Spirit

Peter Hurford

In the hour of my distress when temptations me oppress,
and when I my sins confess, Sweet Spirit, comfort me!
When I lie within my bed, sick in heart and sick in head,
and with doubts discomforted, Sweet Spirit, comfort me!
When the house doth sigh and weep, and the world is drowned with sleep,
yet mine eyes the watch do keep, Sweet Spirit, comfort me!

Second Lesson
1 Corinthians 12:1-13, page 1048
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Sermon

Gifts of the Spirit

The Rev. Margaret Davis

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
Hymn 126

Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove

Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

ST. AGNES

The Apostles’ Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
... God, for your grace, we give you thanks.
... Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, (cont.)
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as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

Come Down, O Love Divine

Wilbur Held

Doxology
		Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
		 praise him, all creatures here below;
		 praise him above, ye heavenly host;
		 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn 592

Hymn 540, Stanza 1

Come Down, O Love
Divine is a lauda spiritual,
a kind of vernacular
Italian sacred song from
the late Middle Ages
and Renaissance. It was
translated in English in
the 19th century but received little notice until
this tune (named for the
composer’s birthplace)
was created for it.

Johann Sebastian Bach

Texts and music for
hymns and sung
responses reprinted
under OneLicense.net
#A-714861

Prayer of Dedication
			SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Hymn 313

Come Down, O Love Divine

DOWN AMPNEY

Charge and Benediction
Congregational Response
God be with you till we meet again;
loving counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.
Postlude

Come, Holy Ghost

You may mail your
check, set up an automatic payment of your
pledge through your
bank, or donate online at
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving.
Thank you for your
generosity.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS

The Reverend Margaret Davis, Parish Associate
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Kendall Marie Kookogey, Soloist
Logan Bono, Kite Bearer

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).

Rebecca Carlton

THIS WEEK
Sunday, May 31 - Pentecost
11:00 a.m. 					 Service Livestream on Facebook, The Rev. Margaret Davis preaching
8:00 p.m. 					 Puerto Rico Mission Trip Online Gathering via Zoom (ID: 725-346-682)
Tuesday, June 2
10:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting via Zoom
Thursday, June 4
10:00 a.m.
Congregational Care Commission Meeting via Zoom
Sunday, June 7 - Communion Sunday, Sunday Schedule Begins
10:00 a.m. 					 Service Livestream on Facebook, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:15 a.m.
Online Sunday School via Zoom
					

LOOKING AHEAD

June 9

Stephen Ministry Meeting via Zoom

June 10

Churchwide Game Night via Zoom (repeat June 17 if needed)

June 11

Session Meeting via Zoom
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PENTECOST OFFERING
A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church
encourage, develop, and support its young
people, and also address the needs of at-risk
children. Forty percent of the Pentecost offering
will go to All God’s Children, a local adoption
agency that concentrates on placing children
who have been waiting the longest with foster
or permanent caring families. The remaining
60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth,
and young adults through ministries of the
Presbyterian Mission Agency.
SUMMER SCHEDULE
Next Sunday we begin our summer schedule
of one service at 10:00 a.m. Sunday School will
meet during June via Zoom at 11:15 a.m.
COMMUNION SUNDAY, JUNE 7
Next Sunday, we will celebrate the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper (Communion). To participate, you’ll need to have enough bread and
wine on hand for everyone worshiping with you.
Note that grape juice will also do, or if neither of
those options are available or possible, any other
bread product (crackers, etc.) and beverage that
you have on hand will do in a pinch.

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
The church office will close at 2:00 p.m. on Friday afternoons through July 31. Our office hours
are: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Friday. If you
need assistance on Friday afternoons, please refer
to the Church Life App to contact Dr. Baer.
FOOD SUNDAY
You may bring donations of canned salmon,
pork n’ beans, and fruit juice to church 10:30
a.m. - noon on Friday, June 5. Please bring
food in plastic bags and put them in the open
trunk. If it is more convenient, Oconee residents may leave them on Kitty Donnan’s front
porch anytime from Monday, June 1 through
Thursday, June 4.
Alternatively, you may take your donations
directly to the Athens Area Emergency Food
Bank between 9:00 a.m.-noon, Monday-Friday at 640 Barber Street, Athens, 30601 (don’t
confuse this with the Northeast Georgia Food
Bank on Newton Bridge Rd). Please put food
on loading dock at far end of building.
Thanks for the huge response in May - our
neighbors in need are grateful.

Churchwide Game Night
Feeling disconnected, bored, or just ready for some fun? Plan to attend via Zoom our Churchwide
Game Night at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 10. With John Brantley as our emcee, we’ll enjoy
each other’s company playing some ice-breaker type games where you will learn fascinating things
about your fellow church members. You will need a computer (better) or smartphone (okay) with
a camera and microphone so you can see and hear.
Reservations required: please email paulo@firstpresathens.org. Limited to 25 devices. If it’s “soldout,” we’ll repeat it the following week on June 17.

Family Promise Host Week, June 14-21
The upcoming Family Promise Host Week for FPC is June 14-21 and we need you! For the past
several weeks Athens Church of Christ has served as “home” for the homeless families being served
by Family Promise. Congregations have provided support through volunteering to take a day or
evening host shift or to provide an evening meal. There are multiple preventive measures in place
to socially distance, prevent contact, and keep everyone safe. If you are interested in volunteering,
please access the SignUpGenius Link posted on the website to sign up and you will receive more
specific instructions the week prior to our host week. If you have questions, please contact Susan
Boatwright at boatwrightsusan@gmail.com or Frank Sherrill at frankwsherrill@gmail.com.
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Online Sunday School - Book of Job
We will take a break this Sunday (May 31) and will not have a Zoom Sunday School class. We
will reconvene next Sunday June 7, beginning at 11:15 a.m. and ending at noon. Our plan is to
have four more zoom sessions, led by Drew, on the study of Job: June 7, 14, 21 and 28. Then,
we will break for the rest of the summer.
All are welcome! To participate, shortly before the starting time of the event, please go to https://
zoom.us/j/7065434338. The meeting ID is the main church number (706-543-4338) and the
password is 185185. For more information on how to set up Zoom, please check the website.

Our Daily Bread Seeking Volunteers
Downtown Ministries, the organization that oversees the Our Daily Bread soup kitchen, has
expressed a need for individual volunteers to help serve lunch one day per week from 11:45 a.m.
to 12:45 p.m. at the First Baptist Church. This service is not in conjunction with our First Presbyterian serving committees. Volunteers must be at least 17 years of age. If you are interested in
helping, please email lsmothers@downtownministries.org.

Stephen Ministry
In recent weeks our lives have been turned upside down by the coronavirus. The degree of this negative
impact varies from person to person. Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-worker or relative who has been
struggling with life changes due to the virus, loss of a loved one, loneliness, cancer, a layoff, relocation,
divorce, a spiritual crisis, recuperation, single parenthood, or any of countless other life changes? Our
Stephen Ministers can provide them with the focused care, encouragement, and support they need
to make it through the crisis. If anyone you know is hurting, talk with one of our Stephen Leaders.
Bob Frisch: rpfrisch@aol.com, 914-262-1078
Dawn Frisch: dawnmfrisch@aol.com, 914-255-3447
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251
Carol Strickland: cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 706-765-7671
Our Stephen Ministers are here to care!

Women’s Montreat Conference Update
Due to safety concerns, we have decided to delay our FPC group housing and attendance of the
Women’s Connection Conference until 2021. Though conference registration is now open and
individuals who wish to attend may do so “on their own,” it is likely the August 14 – 16 event
will ultimately be cancelled. Contact Carol McKay at carol_mckay@att.net or Carol Strickland
at cstrickland@firstpresathens.org with any questions.

