
May 24, 2020
11:00 a.m. Livestream

Seventh Sunday of Easter

A special word of 
welcome: thank 
you for being with us 
online for worship 
this morning. We are 
delighted and hope 
that you will join us 
again next Sunday.

Shaped by its tradi-
tional Jewish tune, 
The God of Abraham 
Praise conveys the 
essence of the Yigdal, 
a canticle based on 
a medieval Hebrew 
statement of faith 
about the nature of 
God often used in 
synagogue worship.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Greeting                                                        Psalm 118:24
 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                    The God of Abraham Praise             Richard Proulx

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Song of Gathering                                                                                DIX
 Make a joyful noise to God! 
 All creation sings your praise! 
 Great your wonders here displayed, 
 unexcelled throughout our days. 
 Glorious is your sacred name, 
 ages old, yet still the same.

  Call to Worship
 We lift our eyes to the hills – from where does our help come? 
 Our help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
 The Lord is our keeper; God protects us, heart and soul. 
 Whether coming or going, we are safe in God’s keeping. 
 Our journeys have brought us here to lift our voices in praise. 
 We will worship our Creator all the days of our lives.

  Hymn 488                 The God of Abraham Praise                             LEONI

  Call to Confession

  Prayer of Confession
 Lord Jesus, you long for us to be one, just as you and the Father 
 are one. But we gravitate toward those who think like us, be- 
 have like us, and pray like us, because it is easier than looking  
 beyond difference to discover what is good and kind and faithful
 in those we call the other. Even in our houses of worship, we  
 are slow to reach across the aisle to embrace siblings in faith  
 with whom we hold little in common. Forgive us we pray.  
 Wash us in the waters of our baptism, so that with one mind,  
 we might continue the work you give us to do.

  Silent Prayer
 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

  Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!



  Congregational Response                                                    Hymn 579
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen, Amen.

  The Peace
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson               Mark 12:26-27a, page 926
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Solo                             The Christ Who Died                  Alfred V. Fedak
 The Christ who died and rose again triumphant from the grave, 
 now pleads our cause at God’s right hand, all-powerful to save. 
 What now can separate us from the love of Christ our Lord? 
 Can persecution, nakedness, or peril, or the sword? 
 The troubles that are ours to bear are trials we cannot flee, 
 yet he who loved us from the first ensures our victory. 
 Thus, nothing in the heights or depths, no power earth can afford 
 will separate us from the love of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Yes, he who loved us from the first is Jesus Christ, our Lord.

  Second Lesson         1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57, page 1050
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                      Matters of Life and Death              Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

  Hymn 495                  We Know That Christ Is Raised                ENGELBERG

  Affirmation of Faith                                                  The Apostles’ Creed
 I believe in God the Father almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth.

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 he ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the  
 power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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The solo was written 
in appreciation of the 
Directors of Music 
at Reid Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 
Augusta, GA. The text 
is by Granton Douglas 
Hay based on the Scot-
tish Paraphrases (1781) 
of Romans 8:34-39.

Beginning with an 
allusion to Romans 6:9, 
We Know That Christ Is 
Raised unfolds the impli-
cations of our incorpo-
ration into Christ’s new 
life, making us “a new 
creation” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17). The text was 
written specifically for 
this tune.

Next to the Nicene 
Creed, The Apostles’ 
Creed is the most 
universally accepted 
doctrinal statement in 
Christendom. Although 
not written by apostles, 
it reflects the theological 
formulations of the first 
century church. Arising 
from an early baptismal 
creed, it underwent 
development, attaining 
its present form in the 
eighth century.



You may mail your 
check, set up an 
automatic payment of 
your pledge through 
your bank, or donate 
online at 
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. 
Thank you for your 
generosity.

Texts and music for hymns 
and sung responses reprint-
ed under OneLicense.net 
#A-714861
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  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

  Offertory            We Know That Christ Is Raised         William H. Bates

 Doxology                                                                           Hymn 592
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise him, all creatures here below; 
  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

 Prayer of Dedication

   SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Hymn 280            Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
AMAZING GRACE

  Charge and Benediction                                                                                                  

  Congregational Response                                        Hymn 540, Stanza 1
 God be with you till we meet again; 
 loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
 with a shepherd’s care enfold you: 
 God be with you till we meet again.

  Postlude              We Know That Christ Is Raised         David Cherwien

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Kendall Marie Kookogey, Soloist

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER 
Rebecca Carlton

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).

THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 24
 9:45 a.m. Online Sunday School via Zoom
11:00 a.m.        Service Livestream on Facebook, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
 8:00 p.m.        Youth Group Family Game Night on Zoom (ID: 725-346-682)

Monday, May 25 - Memorial Day - Church Office Closed

Wednesday, May 27
10:30 a.m.   Staff Meeting via Zoom
 3:15 p.m.   Lay Callers Meeting via Zoom
 6:30 p.m.   Wed@First Online via Zoom

Sunday, May 31 - Pentecost 
 9:45 a.m. Online Sunday School via Zoom
11:00 a.m.        Service Livestream on Facebook, The Rev. Margaret Davis preaching

     LOOKING AHEAD

May 31 Pentecost Offering, Wear Red!

June 7 Summer Schedule begins: 10:00 a.m. Worship
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Wed@First Online - Apostles’ Creed
Join Dr. Baer online via Zoom on Wednesday nights as we continue theological conversations, 
using the Apostles’ Creed as our guide. What do we mean when we say, “He descended into 
hell?” What do we mean when we say, “I believe in the holy catholic church?” We’ll explore 
these questions and more from 6:30-7:30 p.m. each Wednesday night. 

Shortly before the starting time of the event, please go to https://zoom.us/j/7065434338. The 
meeting ID is the main church number (706-543-4338) and the password is 185185. For more 
information on how to set up Zoom, please check the website.

Stephen Ministry
In recent weeks our lives have been turned upside down by the coronavirus. The degree of this negative 
impact varies from person to person. Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-worker or relative who has been 
struggling with life changes due to the virus, loss of a loved one, loneliness, cancer, a layoff, relocation, 
divorce, a spiritual crisis, recuperation, single parenthood, or any of countless other life changes? Our 
Stephen Ministers can provide them with the focused care, encouragement, and support they need 
to make it through the crisis. If anyone you know is hurting, talk with one of our Stephen Leaders.

Bob Frisch: rpfrisch@aol.com, 914-262-1078

Dawn Frisch: dawnmfrisch@aol.com, 914-255-3447

Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

Carol Strickland: cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 706-765-7671

Our Stephen Ministers are here to care!

Online Sunday School - Book of Job
During the pandemic, online Sunday School continues from 9:45 - 10:30 a.m. through May 31. 
Join Dr. Baer, Lewis Hudgins, and Drew Marshall as we explore the Book of Job. All are welcome.

Shortly before the starting time of the event, please go to https://zoom.us/j/7065434338. The 
meeting ID is the main church number (706-543-4338) and the password is 185185. For more 
information on how to set up Zoom, please check the website.

PENTECOST OFFERING, MAY 31
A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church 
encourage, develop, and support its young 
people, and also address the needs of at-risk 
children. Forty percent of the Pentecost offering 
will go to All God’s Children, a local adoption 
agency that concentrates on placing children 
who have been waiting the longest with foster 
or permanent caring families. The remaining 
60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth, 
and young adults through ministries of the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency.

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
The church office will close at 2:00 p.m. on Fri-
day afternoons through July 31. Our office hours 
are: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Friday. If you 
need assistance on Friday afternoons, please refer 
to the Church Life App to contact Dr. Baer.

OUR DAILY BREAD SEEKING 
VOLUNTEERS
Downtown Ministries, the organization that 
oversees the Our Daily Bread soup kitchen, has 
expressed a need for individual volunteers to help 
serve lunch one day per week from 11:45 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m. at the First Baptist Church. This ser-
vice is not in conjunction with our FPC serving 
committees. Volunteers must be at least 17 years 
of age. If you are interested in helping, please 
email lsmothers@downtownministries.org.

WOMEN’S MONTREAT CONFERENCE 
UPDATE 
Due to safety concerns, we have decided to delay 
our FPC group housing and attendance of the 
Women’s Connection Conference until 2021. 
Though conference registration is now open and 
individuals who wish to attend may do so “on 
their own,” it is likely the August 14 – 16 event 
will ultimately be cancelled. Contact Carol McK-
ay at carol_mckay@att.net or Carol Strickland at 
cstrickland@firstpresathens.org with any questions.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



May 21, 2020

Dear friends in Christ,

I hope this letter finds you well and that you are staying well. As you are aware, Governor Kemp 
has lifted some of the executive orders related to COVID-19, and many businesses and organi-
zations in Georgia are beginning to reopen. However, at its stated meeting via video-conference 
on May 14, the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Athens extended our current emergency 
operating plan through June 30.

In making this decision, the Session relied upon the expertise and counsel of an ad-hoc committee 
convened to help us better understand how the virus is impacting Athens and our surrounding 
communities. The ad-hoc committee members are:

Dr. Matt Crim, Cardiologist, Piedmont Athens Regional Medical Center
Mrs. Denise LaBoon, Registered Nurse, Piedmont Athens Regional Medical Center
Hon. Lawton Stephens, Superior Court Western District of Georgia
Mrs. Sarah Bryan, MSW, Oconee County School District
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Weekday School Director
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

We remain hopeful that as the publicly available data becomes more clear here in Georgia, we will 
soon be able to begin phasing in a plan for a return to in-person church activities. As Elders, each 
of us has made a solemn vow “to watch over the people of God and provide for their worship, 
nurture, and service,” and the safety, health, and well-being of the people entrusted to our care 
will remain our top priority.

May the Lord watch between you and me while we are apart one from the other. (Genesis 31:49)

Peace be with you and yours,

Ryan Baer
Senior Pastor

A Word from the Session of First Presbyterian Church








