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In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

April 12, 2020
11:00 a.m. Livestream

Easter

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Greeting 		
Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude
Fantasy: Easter Hymn
William H. Harris
Variations on “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing” Marilyn Keiser
Moment for Mission

One Great Hour of Sharing

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church
Song of Gathering
Hymn 104, stanza 1
“Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days!
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed.
In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.
Call to Worship
This is the good news we have received, in which we stand, and by
which we are saved:
Alleluia! The Lord is risen!
That Christ died for our sins, and was buried, and rose again on the
third day.
Alleluia! The Lord is risen!
He appeared to Peter, and to the twelve, and to many faithful witnesses.
Alleluia! The Lord is risen!
At last he came to us, that we might come to believe and proclaim
this good news to the world.
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!
Hymn 123

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

EASTER HYMN

A special word of
welcome: thank
you for being with us
online for worship
this morning. We are
delighted and hope
that you will join us
again next Sunday.
Please mail your
check to the church
office or go to our
website:
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Please
select “General
Fund” and in the
optional memo write
“One Great Hour of
Sharing”.
It seems likely that the
beloved Easter text Jesus
Christ Is Risen Today
began in Latin and
moved through German
before reaching English,
where it combined
with the present tune in
the emerging English
evangelical style, a
reaction to the restrained
one-note-per-syllable
psalmnody that preceded it.

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered
the power of sin and death. We confess that we remain captive
to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We
overlook the poor and hungry, and pass by those who mourn;
we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to calls
for peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made.
Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change
our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life
abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.
Silent Prayer
Assurance of Pardon
*Congregational Response
Hymn 104, Stanza 2
Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair,
walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare.
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend.
Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end.
The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson
Psalm 118:21-27, page 554
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
The anthem is a text
by Beverly Easterling,
set to music from J. S.
Bach’s Cantata 129.

Anthem

Awake, O Wintry Earth

Johann Sebastian Bach

Awake, O wintry earth, fling off your frozen sadness.
With sweetness, flowers bring mirth; bright springtime’s ancient gladness.
Once more we sing the tale; through darkness, sunlight spread
to warm the winter’s pale; and tell that death is dead.
Descended to the grave, three days the Son lay sleeping.
Yet Christ returned to save our hearts from woe and weeping.
O earth, break forth and sing, renew your bright array
to celebrate this spring and mark the Savior’s way.

Second Lesson
Mark 16:1-8, page 931
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Sermon
The roots of The Day
of Resurrection come
from a mid-8th century Greek hymn that
continues to be used in
Orthodox churches at
the midnight Eucharist
marking the beginning
of Easter. The tune is
named for the country
in northwestern England
where the composer was
then an organist.
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This Just Won’t Do

Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
Hymn 118

The Day of Resurrection!

*Affirmation of Faith
		 I believe in God the Father almighty,
		 Maker of heaven and earth.
		
		
		
		

LANCASHIRE

The Apostles’ Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, (cont.)

		
		
		
		
		
		

was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

		
		
		
		
		
		

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
I Know That My Redeemer Liveth
George Frideric Handel
I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth: and though worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall I see God. For now is Christ risen from the dead, the first
fruits of them that sleep.
Doxology
		Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
		 praise him, all creatures here below;
		 praise him above, ye heavenly host;
		 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Please mail your
check to the church
office or go to our
website:
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving

Hymn 592

Christ Is Alive!

TRURO

Congregational Response
God be with you till be meet again;
loving counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.

Hymn 540, Stanza 1

In 1968 Easter fell ten
days after the assassination of Martin Luther
King Jr., and Christ Is
Alive! was written to
express an Easter hope
while mindful of that
terrible event. Bouyed
by a triple-arched
tune, it affirms the
presence of a wounded, risen Christ with
all who suffer.

Charles Marie Widor

Texts and music for hymns
and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net
#A-714861

Prayer of Dedication
			SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Hymn 108
Benediction

Postlude

Toccata from Symphony V

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Kendall Kookogey-Bono, Soloist

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

Paulo Santos

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).
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Easter Lilies are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in honor of:

Britt & Crystal Boyles
Travis, Chastain & Ansley Boyles
FPC Staff

Peggy Reigle
Tim & Margaret Williamson

Easter Lilies are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in memory of:
Bob Bossert
Jimmy & Hazel Boyles
Ken and Marian Carr
Courtney Shumaker Cloer
Joyce McLean Coble
Harold Creswell
David Hibbs Donnan
Bolling & Mary Neil DuBose
Rev. James Renwick Kennedy, Jr.
Rev. Dorothy M. Kipp
Dr. John L. Kipp
Jack & Judy Koetzle

Jim Lindsey
Bob & Sue Marion
CPL Evan Andrew Marshall
Dr. Elizabeth Hulsey Marshall
Nicholas Taylor Marshall
Thomas Allan Marshall
Dr. Harold Maxwell
Merritt & Be Oelke
Bill Prokasy
Gary Sims
Mark Sims
Jack & Mary Lawson Vandiver

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SEW IMPORTANT
Help provide protective medical face masks.
Volunteer to sew or donate supplies at Facebook
group “Mask Making for Athens Area
Healthcare Workers.”
BLOOD DONORS NEEDED
Due to COVID-19 outbreak, hundreds of
blood drives are being canceled, and Red
Cross is experiencing a severe shortage of
lifesaving blood. If you are able and would like
to donate blood, please go to redcrossblood.
org and schedule your appointment.
FOOD SUNDAY
Thank you to all who brought food or sent
checks to the Athens Emergency Food Bank.
Food was collected and delivered without being
closer than 10 feet from others. They were most
grateful at this time of need for so many in our
community. Remember that by staying at home
you are loving others as yourself. Kitty Donnan

WEEK OF WONDER (VBS) 2020
Due to these uncertain times that COVID-19
has brought about, this year’s Week of Wonder
(VBS) has been cancelled. Stay tuned for more
information about fun Sunday Summer Morning programming for our children! For more
information, please contact Natalie Bishop at
natalie@firstpresathens.org.
PUERTO RICO MISSION TRIP
POSTPONED
Due to the uncertainty of the coronavirus,
we are postponing the Puerto Rico Mission
Trip to next summer. We are grateful for all
the support our church family has shown and
hope to have a even bigger group join us next
year! If you have questions, please contact Kim
Ness at kness@firstpresathens.org.

Wed@First Online and Online Sunday School
Please join us for Wed@First Online and Online Sunday School on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
and Sundays at 9:45 a.m. via Zoom. Zoom is a web-based audio and video conferencing tool
that can be used through desktop computers, laptops and smartphones. Information on how to
set up Zoom and join the conversation can be found on the website.
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Shortly before the starting time of the event, please go to https://zoom.us/j/7065434338. The
meeting ID is the main church number (7065434338) and the password is 185185.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Moderator
Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
	Class of 2020	Class of 2021	Class of 2022
Jeff Bangle
Jennifer Walden Abbott
Karen Burg
Meghan Bawcum
Sandy Boyles
Kitty Donnan
Bob Burton
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw Larry Jones
Julie Hayes
Elizabeth Earl
Andy Jordan
Sydney Jackson
Ed Ferguson
Jimbo LaBoon
Avery McLean
Rob Haire
Tom Landrum
Jeanne Nadenicek
Grace Lu
Beverly Phares
Carl Nichols
Chris Pope
Courtney Pittman
Tom Reigle
Mixon Robinson
Smith Wilson
Judy Scanlon
Rosemary Stancil

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries
Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School
Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrative Assistant for
		
Congregational Care & Membership
Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist
Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
Ms. Katherine Worsham, Accountant
Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Student Interns
Ms. Naina Amballa, Website Technician
Ms. Jordan Osborne, Middle School Ministry
Ms. Natalie Siegman, High School Ministry

Waddel Fellows
Ms. Emmaline Michael, Mission & Outreach
Ms. Leighton Parker, High School Ministry
Please see firstpresathens.org
for more information about the life of the church.

