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Palm Sunday

A special word of 
welcome: thank 
you for being with us 
online for worship 
this morning. We are 
delighted and hope 
that you will join us 
again next Sunday.

Bishop Theodulph of 
Orleans was imprisoned 
in 818 for conspiring 
against King Louis the 
Pious. The hymn All 
Glory, Laud, and Honor 
was probably written 
while Theodulph was 
in prison. Originally in 
78 lines, it was short-
ened and translated by 
John Mason Neale. 
It has become the 
traditional Palm Sunday 
processional hymn 
throughout the church.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Greeting                                                        Psalm 118:24
 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude             All Glory, Laud, and Honor        Johann Sebastian Bach

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Song of Gathering                                                    Hymn 89, Stanza 3
 “Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing, 
 for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven our King. 
 O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 
 and in his blissful presence eternally rejoice.

  Call to Worship
 Look! Your king is coming – humble and riding on a donkey.
 Hosanna to the Son of David!
 Lay your cloaks before him; spread palms to honor him.
 Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!
 Raise your voices. Lift your hearts.  Rejoice – our Savior comes!
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!

  Hymn 88                     All Glory, Laud, and Honor
VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

  Call to Confession

  Prayer of Confession
 Suffering God, the way of the cross is a hard road. It is draining
 and demanding and fraught with danger. You ask us to stay  
 by your side as you walk toward Calvary. But weariness and
 fear overtake us. Like the first disciples, we are quick to betray
 you, to deny you, to abandon you. Forgive us, God, and  
 strengthen us for the journey ahead. Give us courage to face
 the pain and suffering of this world and to respond with
 compassion. As the darkness gathers, renew our faith, fill us  
 with hope, and startle us with your grace.

  Silent Prayer
 After a moment of silent prayer, the traditional response Kyrie eleison (“Lord  
 have mercy”) will be sung.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!



  Congregational Response                                            Healey Willan

  Assurance of Pardon

  The Peace
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                   Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, page 554
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson              Mark 11:1-11, page 924
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                          I Love a Parade                          Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

  Hymn 76                  My Song Is Love Unknown                   LOVE UNKNOWN

  Affirmation of Faith                                                   Colossians 1:15-20
 Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
 of all creation; in him all things in heaven and on earth  
 were created, things visible and invisible. All things have  
 been created through him and for him. He himself is before  
 all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head  
 of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn
 of the dead, so that he might come to have first place in  
 everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased  
 to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile  
 all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace  
 through the blood of his cross. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the  
 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings 

  Offertory                      God So Loved the World                        John Stainer
 God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso
 believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent
 not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world
 through him might be saved.
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Samuel Crossman, 
the author of My Song 
Is Love Unknown, was 
one of a small group of 
17th-century writers 
whose sacred poems 
have become part of 
our heritage. Written at 
a time when only psalm 
singing was permissi-
ble, it moved to a more 
personal expression of 
emotions. Beginning 
with the Incarnation, 
it moves directly to the 
events of Holy Week. 
The Savior’s love is 
defined by his life and 
death and the writer 
defines our response in 
continual praise.

Please mail your 
check to the church 
office or go to our 
website:
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving



The 19th-century 
Palm Sunday text 
of Ride On! Ride On 
in Majesty! is better 
understood as the 
reflections of someone 
standing outside the 
event rather than as 
coming from those 
participating in the 
actual procession. 
This poignant text is 
set to a tune written 
especially for it later 
in the same century.

Texts and music for hymns 
and sung responses reprint-
ed under OneLicense.net 
#A-714861
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   Doxology                                                                        Hymn 592
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise him, all creatures here below; 
  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

   Prayer of Dedication

   SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Hymn 91               Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!           ST. DROSTANE

  Benediction                                                                                                  

  Congregational Response                                        Hymn 540, Stanza 2
 God be with you till we meet again; 
 unseen wings protecting hide you, 
 daily manna still provide you: 
 God be with you till we meet again.

  Postlude                   The Royal Banners Forward Go            Wilbur Held

Check our website to access the devotionals and material prepared for Holy Week at home.

WEDNESDAY, April 8
Wed@First Online via Zoom*, 6:30 p.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 9
Worship Service via Zoom*, 7:00 p.m.
For the Maundy Thursday service you are invited to have available for hand or footwashing a 
tub of hot water and towel (soap, washcloth, and lotion, optional).

GOOD FRIDAY, April 10
Worship Service via Zoom*, 7:00 p.m.
For the Good Friday Tenebrae service, please round up seven candles (or if you don’t have 
them, lamps, flashlights, overhead lights) to extinguish as the scriptures are read. Or, if using a 
smartphone, you can dim the screen.

EASTER, April 12 
Online Sunday School via Zoom*, 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service Livestream on Facebook at 11:00 a.m.

*Zoom: shortly before the starting time of the event, please go to www.zoom.us/j/7065434338 
(the same link will be used for all events). Zoom is a web-based audio and video conferencing 
tool that can be used through desktop computers, laptops and smartphones. If you are using your 
smartphone, please download the app “ZOOM Cloud Meetings.” Once you click in the link to 
access the event (www.zoom.us/j/7065434338), you will be directed to the meeting in the app. 
Follow the instructions on your screen to activate your camera or microphone and you are all set!

Holy Week at First Presbyterian Church

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
John Tsao, Soloist

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER 
Rebecca Carlton

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).
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Wed@First Online and Online Sunday School
Please join us for Wed@First Online and Online Sunday School on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
and Sundays at 9:45 a.m. via Zoom. Zoom is a web-based audio and video conferencing tool 
that can be used through desktop computers, laptops and smartphones. Information on how to 
set up Zoom and join the conversation can be found on the website.

On Wednesdays, shortly before 6:30 p.m. please go to https://zoom.us/j/7065434338.

On Sundays, shortly before 9:45 a.m. please go to  https://zoom.us/j/7065434338.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GENEVA STONECIPHER-OVERBAUGH 
ORGAN RECITAL POSTPONED
In response to the crisis that has unfolded in 
recent weeks, the organ recital with Geneva 
Stonecipher-Overbaugh scheduled for today at 
5:00 p.m. is postponed to a later date.

WEEK OF WONDER (VBS) 2020
Due to these uncertain times that COVID-19 
has brought about, this year’s Week of Wonder 
(VBS) has been cancelled. Stay tuned for more 
information about fun Sunday Summer Morn-
ing programming for our children! For more 
information, please contact Natalie Bishop at 
natalie@firstpresathens.org.

PUERTO RICO MISSION TRIP 
POSTPONED
Due to the uncertainty of the coronavirus, 
we are postponing the Puerto Rico Mission 
Trip to next summer. We are grateful for all 
the support our church family has shown and 
hope to have a even bigger group join us  next 
year! If you have questions, please contact Kim 
Ness at kness@firstpresathens.org.

SAVING VISION MONTH
Thank you so much for helping many who are in 
need of vision correction receive a true “twen-
ty-twenty” gift in the year 2020. Our goal was 
200 pairs, and we collected more than 370!

SEW IMPORTANT
Help provide protective medical face masks.  
Volunteer to sew or donate supplies at Facebook 
group “Mask Making for Athens Area 
Healthcare Workers.”

BLOOD DONORS NEEDED
Due to COVID-19 outbreak, hundreds of 
blood drives are being canceled, and Red 
Cross is experiencing a severe shortage of 
lifesaving blood. If you are able and would like 
to donate blood, please go to redcrossblood.
org and schedule your appointment.

WOMEN’S MONTREAT CONFERENCE
Join FPC women attending the Women’s Con-
nection Conference August 14-16 in the beautiful 
NC mountains. Register on our website to stay 
with us at the Georgia Lodge and register for the 
conference itself at montreat.org. The keynoter is 
popular author, speaker, blogger Jen Hatmaker. 
Contact Carol McKay at carol_mckay@att.net 
with questions and Carol Strickland at cstrick-
land@firstpresathens.org for scholarship help. 

PRESBYTERIAN HERITAGE TRIP 
TO NORTHERN IRELAND
Join the Presbyterian Heritage Trip to Northern 
Ireland this September! Information about the 
trip is located on our website. For additional 
information, please contact Sam Thomas at 
sthomas@trrcobbhouse.org.

Easter Lily Dedication
If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order 
by tomorrow, Monday, April 6. Each dedication is $12. You may go to the website and fill out 
the form, mail your completed form and check to the church office, or contact the church at 
706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with your dedications. Each dedication will 

be listed in the April 12 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

 Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
 Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
 The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate
 Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
 Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries
 Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries
 Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School
 Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator
 Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrative Assistant for 
         Congregational Care & Membership
 Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist
 Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
 Ms. Katherine Worsham, Accountant
 Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant
 Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
 Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant 
 Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 

Student InternS

 Ms. Naina Amballa, Website Technician
 Ms. Jordan Osborne, Middle School Ministry
                              Ms. Natalie Siegman, High School Ministry

Waddel FelloWS

 Ms. Emmaline Michael, Mission & Outreach
 Ms. Leighton Parker, High School Ministry

Please see firstPresathens.org 
for more information about the life of the church.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

 class of 2020 class of 2021 class of 2022
 Jeff Bangle Jennifer Walden Abbott Karen Burg
 Meghan Bawcum Sandy Boyles Kitty Donnan
 Bob Burton Michelle Clendenen-Shaw Larry Jones
 Julie Hayes Elizabeth Earl Andy Jordan
 Sydney Jackson Ed Ferguson Jimbo LaBoon
 Avery McLean Rob Haire Tom Landrum
 Jeanne Nadenicek Grace Lu Beverly Phares
 Carl Nichols Chris Pope Courtney Pittman
 Tom Reigle Mixon Robinson Smith Wilson
 Judy Scanlon Rosemary Stancil 


